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Earliest Writing of the Holy Qur’an

Hijazi script, 1st century H.H., with a
few diacritical marks but no
vocalization.

IN:00-25.1
DP/FS'H 33.8 cm W 26.2 cm
Surah:7:37-7:44/

7:204-8:17
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Ee—=__— —— === = s e e, === = =0 U
Earliest Writing of the Holy Qur’an 2 AN O 08 S s

pans Yo L8l Y Jast
Hijazi script, 1st century A.H., with a = 41 s Al s G0

few diacritical marks but no Ok oS5 e ladl Gy A jeesl) lazidl
vocalization and no Surah titles. ogeld psle Ol G
[4/ €]

Leaf of a Mushaf which
might date to the first half of
the first century A.H., since it
s re-written in Hijazi script
on a washed-off parchment.
The text underneath is Kora-
nic also.

Js¥1 O oo Js¥I il
Ll Lolss ael 3] ¢ (g, al
c e B B (gl
O o5 o3 gl il Of B>

Ll Ll Lai

IN:O0-27.1
HS!H 37.1 cm W 28 em
Surah;31:24-32:4
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Earliest Writing of the Holy Qur’an o SO e s Ko s

HI]E}Z‘! scm:n, Ist celjtury A.H.,witha iny pon el UV 800 1 g s T
few diacritical marks but no = %

vocalization. The Surahs are separated Oty o3 ALl iy A1 O jeresd] ozl
by simple ornaments. e L SIS YOIy W T L

[11/1\)]

58/Qc

IN: 00-29.1
FSIH 43 ecm W 29.7 cm
Surah:14:43-15:20



This fragment belongs to a
later period of Kufic script
because the complete voca-
lization which we see on this
page only occurs in the 4th
century A.H. It is exhibited
here together with the other

pages to show examples of

badly damaged parchment
leaves and to demonstrate
what can be achieved by care-
ful restoration.
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IN:OO-16.1
DP:H 184 cm W 12.5 cm
Surah; DP
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Late Hijazi Style Al gl Jas

First or second centuries A.H., with a ) ) . .
few diacritical marks but no Ll & bl gUl | Js¥1 0l

vocalization. C PSS 0 Sy dlaall Gy A el

[17 /\V]

5s/tv

The Surahs are separated by
a coloured ornament; their
titles are added later with red
ink to make clear that they do
not belong to the “Rasm
Uthmani”, i.e. the revealed
text. The leaves show notice-
able stylistic variation and a
tendency towards a callig-
raphic appearance.

Syl dawl gy Hpedl ab o5
A gyl opglie Ll 154k
PR S PSEVIN 2 RUCTIE QORI
G psbiall odn OF Lo YL
ok (2l L Lokl Al e
¢ doga st 23U e CiSloenall
bl G G o s ey

L

IN: 00-28.1
HS!H 41.5 em W 30 cm
Surah: 52:40-53:25
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IN:20-18.1
DP/FS'H 15.4 em W 20.4 cm
Surah:3:130-3:144/

3:20-3:29
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Late Hijazi Style
First and second centuries A.H., with a oY Dbl yatlad! e foandl qodl g
few diacritical marks b ‘) i G g

diaer i Atk _ L 0Ty . (g5leskd Tkl oS g1 oLl
vocalization. The vertical format is a : 7
common feature of most Mashahif
written in Hijazi style. The two el oo L lans 10 il lgene 5 5lan
examples shown here are exceptions, L bs ) Ak )
where the horizontal format somewhat

g_.,.:} ¢ skeld)! ada ULF ._J'...L-..: La L,I.‘}M“’JJ-"il

contradicts the vertical features of the
script. [23/Yy]

IN:00-18.3 i
HS!H 9.2 em W 19.6 e¢m Two examples of pre-Kufic

Surah: 8:41-8:46 writing in horizontal format.
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Late Hijazi Style Sl gl bas
Second century A.H., with a few el Bzl ya JlB a0 (5 el GWIO AN
diacritical marks but no vocalization. RS Oy g dladl Gy A Oy

[24/ ¥¢]

Page of a representative
Mushaf. The indication of
the end of every 10th verse
(Ta'shir) has been added la-
ter.

[ PR o oliede Olbseae

C oY eds g cansl

IN:00-30.1

DP/HS:H 50.3 cm W 36 cm

Surah: 18:46-18:61/
16:87-16:104

53/0 s



Lee == _ =L el teecoes S - > -—— = - - ——|

Late Hijazi Style J:'-f.‘:.» S bz
Presumably second century A.H., with Feasld Bl an we ¢ (g 2l W10 RN 1y
fifew diacritical marks. The vocalization JSa sls o el o ¢ lell Gy 2 oy
18 probably contemporary. The style " . o ) _

bears many features common to both e by o ) Sty Tl
Hijazi and early Kufic. Perhaps this is Lily o (@il bkl Sl o meg | S ¢ Gy
the unique San‘ani style which is gl laall L oA 0 s, | S 3,80

mentioned briefly by al-Hamdani in his 5 s e s 3 .
“Description of t);le y./-\l'abian sl i iteh g et il gtk
Peninsula”, [25/ Yo ]

IN:00-32.1
HS:H 43.8 cm W 35.4 cm
Surah: 5:72-5:80
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Fine example of Kufic writ-
ing without any addition to
the “Rasm Uthmani”, ca.
2nd century A.D.

Oy 43581 LSl &85 354
- glezall oo N1 Jf bl 4f

IN:12-15.1
HS:H 12.5 em W 18.7 cm
Surah: 3:62-3:66

Early Kufic Qur'an with cal-
ligraphic ambitions: note the
long, re-bent lines of the letter
Ya, which already occur in
the Hijazi style. The Surah
separator with its geometric
pattern may have been added
later, its protrusion into the
space of the “frame" of the
text is an indication of late
antique influence (“Ansa”).

IN:15-18.1
DP/FS'H 13.3 cm W 22.3 em
Surah: 30:11-30:21/

31:34-32:7

= — = Ol e RS ———————— e == == ]
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S| U5 dmy sl (2 VY s 08 5eall
L Bdade O 8 (g Jo Ll Alsd Ladll
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Moy Gy I dalkaddl Solow Y Lo Ll
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Alla jSa bylasddl e 4L
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Ll s ags By, b 3 O

S 5

e sma giletd e 6 mebl GBI 0,31
sy kil ol ez (g (3,501
plee Nl Slede 4 g g5 sl il
USy . lovinall plonot 1S JS21
@J‘Ungﬁuu%lﬁéﬂpum
o5 el @y L O« caliall (3 S
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A display of a variety of Kufic styles

The principle of rectangularity is
uniformly adopted, whereas the
employment of diacritics and
vocalization marks varies. The crucial
problem is the dating of Kufic Qur’ans;
because, once the “ideal’”” Kufic script
was developed for architectural

purposes during the first century A.H.
(Qubbat as-Sakhrah/Jerusalem, 72
A.H.), it became the style par
excellence for the Qur’ans for centuries.
Thus, dating of Kufic Masahif has to
rely more on research on illumination,
orthography and vocalization.

[31/vY]

50 /ey

Anexample of a late Kufic
manuscript for comparison.
Some features of the Naskhi
style are already visible (note
the final Nuns) and the vertic-
al format may be an indica-
tion of an influence by the
format of paper Masahif.

Jrl on B 38 bglasd Jlee
oan e La LS, L &l
Sy il el b Slin
ol SISy ¢ (Ll 051
s Of e Juy gddl Jola =l
by S0 45 L) cioeall

Ol Je el CamLall

IN:16-10.1
HS:H 20.3 cm W 14.4 em
Surah: 7:97-7:102




Page of an early Mushaf. The
illumination which fills out
the rest of the line of the
previous Surah was later
erased partly in this manu-
script for the insertion of the
Surah title, but not conse-
quently, as can be seen here.

Sl Cimaae 0 ks
vas sl of L Bt L S
eadl ol igy o b pacis
Bt o3 31 ¢ ALl 3y gudl il
O3 el B8 5 M 0 03 g2
sdeey ALl 5 gl Olgos Lgdsb

. Latl

IN:15-27.1
DP/HS'H 22.2 cm W 31.6 cm
Surah: 98:6-100:3/

88:22-89:17

The Kufic Style

The angular Arabic script was called
“Kufic”. It was used for architectural
purposes earlier than for the writing of

the Qur’ans . Presumably the very nature

of material such as stone and mosaic
dictated the preference for angularity.
Kufa, one of the most important early
centres of Islamic civilization, may
have developed this architectural script
first.
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The Kufic Style 35 b
The Kufic style of writing originated o AL 3 35S0 ok plasenl Ty a2l
fdurmg the first cent‘.ur_\.-' AH Thus, ¥ oAl IS L Al slyll e alleazaY
important manuscripts of the . ' i .
Umayyad period may well have been G i Of o o D L (g ped
written in this style, especially if they S5V pandl ) s 301 Aalb] il ghasdl
are of extraordinary size like our IS 13] Lo ¢ by LS atlias
examples.
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Every page was decorated
with a different frame and the
Surah separator exhibits a

fine geometricised vegetal

motive. The calligraphy is
exquisite; probably o give
the script the appearance
of equal overall density, the
calligrapher filled the gaps at
the end of the line with hori-
zontal strokes. Although this
Mushaf does not separate the
verses, the decades are num-
bered according to the Ab-
Jad’s numerical values of the
letters.

355 b Liran 15, It
SJ)....H J_..al..‘i hiLL"’ LS L E‘_}:—a
f,arl.& N Q)L:.G L.:le.l: L;-»M S
Bal b Rls L Jedly | i3l
Ji Gk 0 bladt of Lsst 3)
;S ale @ Ll b plusaul
'I..L.a:)i:- A P‘FJ'H -J-"j ; L,‘_j'lj;j'l
ol ol sl e aeall
A3 e ol LY o
ayadsll 2.1.1..—-‘.5” ii.taz..u'lﬁ .:..:...42:»]=

IJJJ,J\-_U

IN:20-29.1
HS:H 39.6 cm W 33.5 cm
Surah; 14:48-15:1
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Excellent calligraphy with O Ladls Layl s o padl Jad| Lol
bold solutions, nore.. the Gl iy Jadf (6 g
Surah title integrated with the

illumination of the Surah
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IN:15-27.3
HS5'H 247 cm W 31.3 ¢cm
Surah; 4:176-5:2
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The Kufic Style

Second and third cent. A.H., few Arabic (a, i, u) by red dots above,
diacritical marks but extensively below or on the preceding consonant is
vocalized. The simple system of ascribed to the Basran grammarian
marking the three short vowels of Abu I-Aswad ad-Du’ali (d. 69 A.H.).

[42/ Y]

While the calligraphy is uni-
formly excellent, we notice
substancial differences in the

; ; G £ or - TT L T S PO
quality of illumination within ol Jols )15 G

¢ By dylo ol Al bylas
Byl Olgie pmes o5 08 il LSl

the same Mushaf.
IN:17-25.1

HS'H 17.7 em W 27.6 cm
Surah:27:90-28:5
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There are several different
ways of separating Surahs:
An empty space can be left at
the end of the last verse of a
Surah or a whole line can be
left empty or an illumination
can be inserted into these
spaces. In this particular case
two solutions are combined.
The illuminator filled the rest
of the line with a decoration
different from that which he
executed for filling the space
of the complete line. The title
of the Surah was then written
on top of the illumination of
the complete line and not
integrated into the design.
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IN:20-33.1
FS'H 424 cm W 43.3 cm
Surah:68:43-069:1

The Umayyad Mushaf

Early second century A .H., few
diacritical marks, extensive simple
vocalization, verse counting by pentades
(Takhmis, with the letter Ha) and
decades (Ta‘shir, letter-numbers
according to the Abjad). Unfortunately
only a few leaves of this Mushaf are
preserved. There is no doubt about the
early dating and that its illumination and
calligraphy make it the most important
Mushaf of the San‘a collection.
Although it still has to be proven that
the Mushaf was written and illuminated
in Yemen, it seems highly probable
especially if we consider the large
quantity of excellent collection of

San‘a.
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Classical Kufic Sl 4 o5
Second Century A.H. .5 gl L__;I;H Ol
[49/ ¢4]

The absence of contemporary
diacritical marks and the sim-
ple vocalization system util-
ized are indications that this
Mushaf is of the 2nd century
A.H. Here again, note the
varying quality of the illu-
mination within the same
Mushaf.
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IN: 15-30.1
HS:H 27.8 cm W 38.7 cm
Surah:12:111-13:4
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IN:12-31.1
HS:H 32.5 em W 393 ¢m
Surah: 4:71-4:75

Third or fourth century A.H.
While diacritical marks are
totally lacking, this Mushaf is
extensively vocalized, but
has, amazingly enough, no
verse separators. If we com-
pare the script with the pure
Kufic of no. (33) we notice
the introduction of a new
calligraphic element in addi-
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tion to the vertical, horizontal
and round strokes of classical
Kufic, a 45 degree angle is
favoured in cases of the me-
dial Fa, Qaf, Avn, Ghayn
and final Ra and Zay. This
“broken" style eventually
leads to Eastern or Persian
Kitfic.
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Styles of Kufic

Elegant, classical, Kufic
Mushaf, third century A.H.
with few diacritical marks but
developed vocalization sys-
tem. The decades of verses
are decoratively indicated by
the Abjad numerical letters.
Part of the elegance of the
calligraphy is due to the hori-
zontal extension of certain
letters (Mashgq).
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IN:13-26.1
HS'H 22,5 cm W 30.5 em
Surah:42:51-43:3
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Examples of Mashq on small
leaves of different periods.
Cdaz ol B ) el 8 ke

IN:15-16.3
HS'H 12.9 cm W 20.3 cm
Surah:7:206-8:8

[56/ 1]

IN:7-9.1

DP/FS'H &1 cm W 13 ¢m

Surah:1:1-1:7/

2:29-2:31
'. ' [57/eV]
|
(&
IN:16-11.2

HS:H 8.7 cm W 14.7 em
Surah: 4:89-4:92
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The Element of Mashq

Mashgq is a term used for the horizontal
elongation of certain Arabic letters in
the earliest Kufic calligraphy. In a way,
Mashq indicates the scribe’s intention
to produce a peace of art and not just a
nice cursive script.
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Excellent  classical — Kufic
from the third cent. A.H., no
diacritical marks but de-
veloped vocalization. The
scribe did not leave space for
the insertion of verse separ-
ators.
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IN:13-38.1
HS'H 38.4 cm W 44 cm
Surah:2:275-2:277



The Element of Mashgq

IN:5-15.1
DP/HS!H 145 cm W 21.5 cm
Surah:21:10-21:12/

21:18-21:19

The calligrapher of this mas-
terpiece from the third cent.
A.H. composed the script so
carefully that he was able to
close the lines precisely at the
(invisible) frame. For the
rosette of the decade, space
was left by the scribe.
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Styles of Kufic SNl b - ok
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developed Kufic styles one is tempted
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to date those early examples according & W il i Ly | e i

to the vertical elements of the script. bkl 3 Ll s alhy g > ol 5am
However, different styles of C_‘,Lg ab CL“ G s 3l ¢ 2y

calligraphy were in use at the same
time and that makes dating even more
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developed to calligraphic standards. c ety Gy gl
X
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IN:15-29.1
HS!H 304 em W 41 ¢m
Surah: 12:40-12:45




IN:5-17.1
HS:H 16.4 em W 26 cm
Surah: 39:55-39:56

#
Stules of Kufic S | e ok
In this example (3rd./4th cent. A.H.),
the horizontal and round elements
prevail. Only if dated pieces of this
type appear can we desivitely
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Styles of Kufic SN Lkl oy il
Probably 3rd cent. A.H. no diacritical ¢ Sedl SIEN O AN Ly S ans Al e
marks but advanced system of 4 ek gl C3l § el ¥l Oldle ye 412 4ay
vocalization. Moreover, this Mushaf ' ’ )

) L apededl LSCEA GileMe
marks the different canonical readings ; }u i :
of the text (Qir’at). The process of el Al wldle e Loyl Ciseall s oz,
restoring a masterpiece like this p—;»,JL_é S ‘_5'JI llaall Ol CSI-,JU ¢ dalzsdl
provides the unique opportunity to il Sty L Comann ¢ 0da J2n iy dnkad
display the beauty and philological . Aol Camosiall oy 281 31l

precision of one Mushaf by showing
more than just two pages.
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IN: 14-21.1
FS:H 19 em W 283 cm
Surah: 101:1-102:7
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Calligraphic Eastern Kufic,
Sthj6th cent. A.H. The voca-
lization system is a mixture of
the traditional coloured dots
and the new marks developed
by the grammarians for use
in the Naskh scripts. The
script of the Surah title retains
the classical Kufic character.
In this Mushaf every single
verse is counted.
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IN:H-8.1
HS:H 14.6 em W 12.4 cm
Surah:4:163-4:164

Eastern Kufic SrA3s
Thc. “broken’ style of Kuf'.ic appears 5T b (Sl ) S Jah | e 31l fn
during the 4th cent. A.H. in Irag and G5l _ .
Persia, but it was not restricted to ¢ s LA e JS . \-‘5)")“ & MoA
these areas. o gbllleda el ol ] ogh lia &3
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Eastern Kufic

IN:
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FS: H 34 cm W 41.9 ¢m
Surah: 2:185-2: 188
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This Mushaf is imbued with
cool and formal elegance,
more approprate to architec-
ture. It bears few diacritical
marks but is fully vocalized
traditional system. Probably
4th cent. A.H.

;J,nl__.}j ]).;E.TL-A&.?'..;LU [Ja Lsh’-i
S e C—j}; ‘:g.fl Ivkall BLYI
u.é'rj_éﬁil d—e Ladal =, of
ol \;Lp L_SJ'-"‘E 2 . ‘;-_’JL‘“-"“
de s rL?-&\” SlaMe
Lo {er 1 ¢ )_;i?-“-U ‘_'A;lmc'kll

- bl w0l )



s

355




Eastern Kufic

Two pages [rom
the same Mushaf
as number [ 76 - V1 ]

IN: 6-8.1
DP/HS:H 144 cm W 12 cm
Surah: 18:4-18:6/

17:90-17:92
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